
Articulation: This is probably what most people think of when they think of school-based
speech therapy. We help students with speech sound disorders, whether the student has
an error on just one sound or multiple sounds. These are most often the kids that can’t
say the S, R, or L sounds.

Phonology: We help students with phonological processing disorders like fronting (e.g.,
saying “tootie” for “cookie”) or gliding (e.g., saying “wabbit” for “rabbit”). We can also
address phonological awareness skills like rhyming, segmenting, and blending.

Receptive and Expressive Language: These two are almost always addressed together,
since you must understand something before you can use it. We often support receptive
language skills like following directions and answering wh- questions. We also support
auditory processing skills like auditory discrimination, auditory memory, and auditory
cohesion. We can help children understand and use different grammatical structures so
they are able to express themselves clearly. We work on understanding and using
vocabulary and depending on the student may practice skills like making associations,
categorizing, or comparing and contrasting.

Fluency: We can help children who are stuttering by teaching them strategies to make
their speech more fluent.

Pragmatics: We can help with social skills! We teach children how to initiate
conversations, how to maintain a topic, and how to successfully end a conversation. We
often work on higher level pragmatics like reading body language and understanding the
perspective of others.

AAC: Augmentative and Alternative Communication includes sign language, low-tech
systems like a picture board, and high-tech systems like speech-generating devices. We
teach children, families, and teachers how to use these systems to communicate. We are
responsible for programming and implementing the system across settings.

Voice: This one is not as common, but we teach children how to use proper breath
support and phonation to reduce vocal nodules. We also teach proper vocal hygiene. 

The SLP's Role in School

 

SLPs wear many hats, and depending on the type of school and the makeup of the
student body, there is so much that encompasses this dynamic profession! 

Here are a few highlights:


